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Vietnam’s reforms toward 
fulfilling SDG no 16
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Overview 
● Anti-Corruption
● Anti-Trafficking in Persons
● Institutional and Judicial Reforms towards rule of law 
● Legal identity
● Violence against children
● Peace and Security
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Anti-Corruption

Ratify UNCAC 2009; the New Penal Code 2015

To  combat “Trivial Corruption” 

> New anti-corruption Law 2018; Decree 59/2019/ND-CP with many new points 

Prohibition to receiving gift from individuals, agencies, organizations or units under 
their management in connection to their public duties;

Report and disclose gift in all case;

Prescribing cases of conflict of interests;

Prescribing an obligation of non-state entity to prevent and self-resolve conflict of 
interest

Anti-Corruption Law 2005 entry into effect 2006
Pros
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Anti-Corruption
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Anti-Corruption
Both state and non-state entity (public companies, credit institutions, fundraising 
charities) must ensure and establish regulations on methods to ensure openness 
and transparency with specific sanctions provided therein;

Oversee the conduct of public officials, cardres and public organs is ensure;

Circulate Cadres is carried out on a regular basis. 

Cons

The notion of State secret is too broad

More corruption case demonstrates that corruption is a grave concern within the 
context of Vietnam 5

Anti-Trafficking in Persons
Pros

National Plan of Action I (NPA) (2006 – 2010) and II (2011 – 2015);

Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against Trafficking (COMMIT) Task 
Force (2005), MoUs signed with Lao PDR, Thailand, China and recently with UK;

National Steering Committee on Counter Human Trafficking, the Social Evils 
Department of the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA)

The 2006 Law on Employer working abroad, the 2011 Law on anti-human 
trafficking and the 2015 Penal Code amended 2017.

Resolution 02/2019/NQ-HĐTP by Panel of justices guiding on the crime of 
trafficking in persons 6
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Anti-Trafficking in Persons
Cons

Shocking cases occurred in the past years

Lack of awareness, shortage of resources and cooperation between law enforcers

Corruption and lack of enforcement

Discrimination against victims

Lack of concrete data and solid body of research

Current laws is inconsistent with the understanding of international law
7

Institutional and Judicial and Reforms
Pros
2002 Resolution 49-NQ/TW of the Communist Party on judicial reform strategy to 
2020 

The Central Steering Committee on Judicial Reform

2013 New Constitution that technically protects better fundamental rights

2014 Law on Organization of People’s Court; 2014 Law on Organization of 
People’s Procuracies; 2015 Law on Criminal Investagation Bodies  

4-level-Court (Procuracy) System
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Institutional and Judicial and Reforms
2014 Civil Procedure Code; 2015 Civil Code, 2015 Criminal Code, 2015 Criminal 
Procedure Code

Directive 04/2016/CT-CA

The establishment of case law system with 29 cases in total 

Cons

Different branches of power are sometimes not indepentdence,

Very few cases (law) with limited impact

Torture cases scatteredly occured 9

Legal identity
Pros

Constitution of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam: “Every individual after birth have 
the right to  register birth”. 

Article 15 of the Vietnam Civil Status Law 2014 stipulates that within the period of 
60 days. 

Article 27 of 110/2013 of The Government Decree (110/2013/ ND-CP): after the
period of 60 days

Clause 3, Article 30 of the Civil Code 2015: “Children who were born and lived
only in 24 hours or more before dying must also register birth and death
registration”.

10
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Legal identity
Pros

Decision 681 / QD-TTg of the Prime Minister: set the target on register birth for
children under 5 years old will reach the peak at 100% by 2030.
The percentage of children under 5 years old who have been registered for birth registration:

Implementation schedule:

2020: 97%

2025: 98.5%

2030: 100%

Cons

Vietnam Civil Status Law does not allow to reissue original birth certificate. 11

Violence against children
Pros

Follows all the programs of United Nations International Children's Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF).

“Understanding Children’s Experiences of Violence in Viet Nam: Evidence from 
Young Lives” Study

Child Law came into effect in 2017

Days for Children

Cons

No certain measure to help children be fully informed 12
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Peace and Security

UNSC for the 1st time (tenure 2008-2009)

Non-permanent member of the UN Security Council (tenure 2020-2021)

Important multilateral organisations and forums with policy of peace

Deployed a level-2 field hospital to South Sudan for the UN peacekeeping mission 

(October 2018)

Mediator: DPRK-USA Summit in February 2019

13

Reference 

[1]https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16 [Accesed 21 Nov 2019]

[2]https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2019/09/new-decree-on-
law-on-anti-corruption [Accesed 21 Nov 2019]

[3]http://www.mondaq.com/x/762764/White+Collar+Crime+Fraud/Vietnam+Investment
+Review+Interview+With+Lawyer+In+Vietnam+Dr+Oliver+Massmann+AntiCorruption+
Action+Plan+New+Law+What+You+Must+Know?type=related [Accesed 21 Nov 2019]

[4]http://www.mondaq.com/x/835292/White+Collar+Crime+Fraud/Vietnam+Issues+Ne
w+Regulations+Implementing+Its+AntiCorruption+Law+Effective+15+August+2019
[Accesed 21 Nov 2019]

14

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16
https://www.bakermckenzie.com/en/insight/publications/2019/09/new-decree-on-law-on-anti-corruption
http://www.mondaq.com/x/762764/White+Collar+Crime+Fraud/Vietnam+Investment+Review+Interview+With+Lawyer+In+Vietnam+Dr+Oliver+Massmann+AntiCorruption+Action+Plan+New+Law+What+You+Must+Know?type=related
http://www.mondaq.com/x/835292/White+Collar+Crime+Fraud/Vietnam+Issues+New+Regulations+Implementing+Its+AntiCorruption+Law+Effective+15+August+2019


4/24/20

8

Reference
[6]http://www.mondaq.com/x/115800/Corporate+Crime/Preventative+anticorruptio
n+guidelines+perspective+from+Vietnam?type=related [Accesed 21 Nov 2019]

[7]https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/518335/plan-to-implement-viet-nam-
%E2%80%93-uk-anti-human-trafficking-deal-issued-by-
pm.html#20UDu3pijbQQplDG.97 [Accesed 22 Nov 2019]

[8]https://vn.usembassy.gov/2019-trafficking-persons-report/ [Accesed 22 Nov 
2019]

[9]https://www.eldis.org/document/A22052 [Accesed 22 Nov 2019]

15

Reference
[10] http://un-act.org/vietnam/ [Accesed 22 Nov 2019]

[11]https://www.ilo.org/hanoi/Informationresources/Publicinformation/Pressrelease
s/WCMS_714049/lang--vi/index.htm [Accesed 22 Nov 2019]

[12]https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/tip-and-som/module-6/key-issues/international-
legal-framework.html [Accesed 22 Nov 2019]

[13]https://www.ganintegrity.com/portal/country-profiles/vietnam/ [Accesed 22 Nov 
2019]

[14]https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/law-justice/377434/judicial-reform-
committee-reviews-operation.html#XWhjA4xVwG6mRkrD.97 [Accesed 22 Nov 
2019]

16

http://www.mondaq.com/x/115800/Corporate+Crime/Preventative+anticorruption+guidelines+perspective+from+Vietnam?type=related
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/518335/plan-to-implement-viet-nam-%E2%80%93-uk-anti-human-trafficking-deal-issued-by-pm.html
https://vn.usembassy.gov/2019-trafficking-persons-report/
https://www.eldis.org/document/A22052
http://un-act.org/vietnam/
https://www.ilo.org/hanoi/Informationresources/Publicinformation/Pressreleases/WCMS_714049/lang--vi/index.htm
https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/tip-and-som/module-6/key-issues/international-legal-framework.html
https://www.ganintegrity.com/portal/country-profiles/vietnam/
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/law-justice/377434/judicial-reform-committee-reviews-operation.html


4/24/20

9

Reference

[16]https://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/vietnam/2014/04/judicial-
reform/story.html [Accesed 24 Nov 2019]

[17]https://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Vietnam1.html [Accesed 24 Nov 2019]

[18]http://dangcongsan.vn/tien-toi-dai-hoi-dang-bo-cac-cap-va-dai-hoi-xiii-cua-
dang/tin-hoat-dong/bo-tai-chinh-no-luc-thuc-hien-phong-chong-tham-nhung-
540428.html [Accesed 28 Nov 2019]

[19]https://anle.toaan.gov.vn/webcenter/portal/anle/anle [Accesed 29 Nov 2019]

17

Reference
[20]https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/press-releases/domestic-violence-against-
children-widespread-viet-nam-despite-protecting-laws-
says?fbclid=IwAR05DeSjB1iWKvIdgvpEHdaMbQaZHLK91zlI_0eENcIwoPaG6TU
C5_gA2AM[Accesed 26 Nov 2019]

[21]https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/protecting-children-
violence?fbclid=IwAR3TW2PpmxGpWD2P2YSra-zbc4adP4Aldhoq9-
nRfhktVwM2M5SA2ZIf6UU [Accesed 24 Nov 2019]

[22]http://vbpl.vn/TW/Pages/vbpqen-toanvan.aspx?ItemID=11044[Accesed 28 
Nov 2019]

[23]https://anle.toaan.gov.vn/webcenter/portal/anle/anle [Accesed 29 Nov 2019] 18

https://www.unodc.org/southeastasiaandpacific/en/vietnam/2014/04/judicial-reform/story.html
https://www.nyulawglobal.org/globalex/Vietnam1.html
http://dangcongsan.vn/tien-toi-dai-hoi-dang-bo-cac-cap-va-dai-hoi-xiii-cua-dang/tin-hoat-dong/bo-tai-chinh-no-luc-thuc-hien-phong-chong-tham-nhung-540428.html
https://anle.toaan.gov.vn/webcenter/portal/anle/anle
https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/press-releases/domestic-violence-against-children-widespread-viet-nam-despite-protecting-laws-says?fbclid=IwAR05DeSjB1iWKvIdgvpEHdaMbQaZHLK91zlI_0eENcIwoPaG6TUC5_gA2AM
https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/protecting-children-violence?fbclid=IwAR3TW2PpmxGpWD2P2YSra-zbc4adP4Aldhoq9-nRfhktVwM2M5SA2ZIf6UU
http://vbpl.vn/TW/Pages/vbpqen-toanvan.aspx?ItemID=11044
https://anle.toaan.gov.vn/webcenter/portal/anle/anle


4/24/20

10

Reference
[24]https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4780094/[Accesed 26 Nov 
2019]

[25]http://vbpl.vn/TW/Pages/vbpqen-toanvan.aspx?ItemID=11031[Accesed 24 
Nov 2019]

[26]https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/press-releases/domestic-violence-against-
children-widespread-viet-nam-despite-protecting-laws-
says?fbclid=IwAR05DeSjB1iWKvIdgvpEHdaMbQaZHLK91zlI_0eENcIwoPaG6TU
C5_gA2AM[Accesed 26 Nov 2019]

[27]https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/protecting-children-
violence?fbclid=IwAR3TW2PpmxGpWD2P2YSra-zbc4adP4Aldhoq9-
nRfhktVwM2M5SA2ZIf6UU [Accesed 24 Nov 2019]

19

Reference

[28]http://vbpl.vn/TW/Pages/vbpqen-toanvan.aspx?ItemID=11044[Accesed 28 

Nov 2019]

[29]https://anle.toaan.gov.vn/webcenter/portal/anle/anle [Accesed 29 Nov 2019]

[30]http://english.tapchicongsan.org.vn/Home/Foreign-Relations-and-International-

Intergration/2017/1077/The-United-Nations-and-contributions-of-Vietnam.aspx

[Accesed 29 Nov 2019]

[31]https://www.cbsnews.com/news/donald-trump-kim-jong-un-summit-vietnam-

why-communist-asian-nation-was-chosen/[Accesed 30 Nov 2019]

20

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4780094/
http://vbpl.vn/TW/Pages/vbpqen-toanvan.aspx?ItemID=11031
https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/press-releases/domestic-violence-against-children-widespread-viet-nam-despite-protecting-laws-says?fbclid=IwAR05DeSjB1iWKvIdgvpEHdaMbQaZHLK91zlI_0eENcIwoPaG6TUC5_gA2AM
https://www.unicef.org/vietnam/protecting-children-violence?fbclid=IwAR3TW2PpmxGpWD2P2YSra-zbc4adP4Aldhoq9-nRfhktVwM2M5SA2ZIf6UU
http://vbpl.vn/TW/Pages/vbpqen-toanvan.aspx?ItemID=11044
https://anle.toaan.gov.vn/webcenter/portal/anle/anle
http://english.tapchicongsan.org.vn/Home/Foreign-Relations-and-International-Intergration/2017/1077/The-United-Nations-and-contributions-of-Vietnam.aspx
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/donald-trump-kim-jong-un-summit-vietnam-why-communist-asian-nation-was-chosen/

