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Official Name: Kingdom of Cambodia

Independence: November 9, 1953 
(France_1863 – 1953)

Political Regime: Constitutional Monarchy 
(Liberal Multi-Party Democracy)

Population: 15.29 million (2019)

Ethnicities: Khmer (97.6%), Cham (1.2%), 
Chinese (0.1%), Vietnamese (0.1%), 
and other (0.9%)

Religions: Theravada Buddhism (95%), 
Christian (1%), Muslim (2%), others 
and none (2%)

COUNTRY’S PROFILE
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Supreme Court 
(1 court, Phnom Penh)

Appellate Court
(1 court in Phnom Penh, 3 courts are being 

build)

Municipal & Provincial Court
(24 courts, Phnom Penh & Provinces)

Military Court
(1 court, Phnom Penh)

Extraordinary Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia (ECCC)

(1 court, Phnom Penh)

Higher 
Court

Lower Court (Court 
of First Instance)

I. INTRODUCTION TO CAMBODIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM



������

�

5

I. INTRODUCTION TO CAMBODIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM

Supreme 
Council of 
Magistracy

ensuring the 
smooth 

functioning of the 
judiciary

ensuring the 
independence of 

the judiciary

The Supreme Council of Magistracy:

The Constitutional Council:

Safe-guard constitutional supremacy 

Interpret constitutional provisions 

Review constitutionality of law and Settle electoral 
disputes

I. INTRODUCTION TO CAMBODIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM
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Presentations are 
communication tools 
that can be used as 

demonstrations, 
lectures and more.

TECHNOLOGY

II. INTRODUCTION TO CSDGs 

CSDG 16.3

• Following Cambodia’s endorsement of the SDGs at the
UN General Assembly in late 2015, the Royal
Government of Cambodia (RGC) has adopted the
Cambodian SDGs (CSDGs).
• Cambodia’s voluntary national review 2019 on the

implementation of the 2030 agenda for sustainable
development
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RGC has been progressing on implementing all major reforms including:

1. The Fight against Corruption

2. The Public Administration Reform

3. The Legal and Judicial Reform

4. The Reform of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces

5. The Public Financial Management Reform

6. The Decentralization and De-concentration reform

-(Cambodia’s VNR 2019 on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development) 

III. JUDICIAL REFORM
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The progress related to this includes key efforts made to improve legal and

judicial systems as follows:

v Necessary legal frameworks were introduced to:

• Enhance the competence;

• Enhance the independence and impartiality of judiciary.
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM

v Major laws are continuing implemented including :

• Criminal Code 2011;

• Criminal Procedure Code 2008;

• Civil Code 2007;

• Civil Procedure Code 2006;
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM
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v Immediate action has been made including:

• The rotation of the judges and prosecutors from one area to another which is

deemed as the strategies of the government in fighting against corruption within the

judicial system.

• 03 appellate courts have been build in 03 provinces.
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM

v Action plan in strengthening the judicial system have been made includes:

• The RGC’s strong commitment to partner with states and non-states actors for

further developments.

• For instance, the Ministry of Information has collaborated with the Swedish

Embassy and UNESCO to establish a Joint Technical Working Group to establish law

on access to information. According to The Phnom Penh Post in August 2019, the

draft law will be submitted to Council of Minister by the end of September or

beginning of October to be stamped.
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM
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• In the sixth legislation of the National Assembly, the RGC aims to focus on:
"Enhancing judicial service by improving work effectiveness of enforcement
officials, strengthening public confidence in the judicial system, and fighting all
kinds of abuse and violation in the society.“- (Rectangular Strategy for Growth,
Employment, Equity and Efficiency Phase IV, September 2018)

• A series of initiatives have been taken by the RGC’s ministries to eliminate certain

administrative requirements.

• RGC has held regular consultative fora with CSOs and establishing an inter-

ministerial working group to address their requests and concerns.
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM

Case study

In February 2019, the RGC ordered the establishment of volunteer group of lawyers to
defend poor women who cannot afford to pay for representation, who were victims of
land grabbing by powerful people, and underprivileged people who had been sued by
powerful individuals.
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2.1 CAMBODIA’S VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW 2019 ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

• 315 women out of 6, 268 

peacekeeping troops are Cambodian. 

• Cambodia is one of the largest 

contributors of blue helmets in the 

ASEAN region.
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM

http://www.en.freshnewsasia.com/index.php/en/localnews/14060-2019-05-24-03-37-45.html
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III. JUDICIAL REFORM

http://www.en.freshnewsasia.com/index.php/en/localnews/14060-2019-05-24-03-37-45.html
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v Challenges: 

• Lack of budget in enforcing law 

• Corruption

• Lack of data

• Lack of awareness

• Lack capacity, resources and mechanism…
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IV. CHALLENGES

v Accelerating strategies:

• RGC continues to reform legal and judicial system

• Create sustainable legal framework and laws

• Building capacity

• Raise more awareness

• Enforce existing laws by increasing of the 

information, training programs for law enforcement 

officials…
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V. ACCELERATING STRATEGIES
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VI. CONCLUSION

• After the adoption of SDGs into our National Strategic Development plan, 

Cambodia is turning itself into a better Cambodia. 

• Together with ASEAN, Mekong Region country, and the World, Cambodia will make 

itself one contributor to the achievement of SDGs in 2030. 

http://www.businesskorea.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=38369
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