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Memory of Keio Externship Program in Laos

Susumu Masuda (Keio University Law School, Professor)

I participated in the Externship Program (International) led by
Professor Hiroshi Matsuo and Researcher Hitomi Fukasawa and
visited Vientiane, the capital of Laos, in February 2019. Although
the program lasted 12 days, I could only participate in for 3 days
but had a very fruitful experience there with 5 Keio students (3 J.D
students and 2 LL.M. students).

On February 25th, we visited the Vientiane office of Japan
International Cooperation Agency (“JICA”) and heard various
painful but wonderful stories concerning the establishment of first
ever Civil Code of Laos. JICA had helped Laos to draft its own Civil
Code about 20 years before it was enacted as the successful Code
having 630 articles in the end of 2018. It adopted some important
concepts and structures of the Japanese Civil Code and is expected
to be the fundamental rule to legally support people and societies in
Laos. It is one of the representative legal-support projects to
developing countries Japan has been able to provide with, and we
have to respect JICA’s people involved in this support. In that
evening, we were invited to a dinner organized by Lao judges and
very much enjoyed talks of Lao judicial system and culture over
beautiful and tasty Lao foods. It was our wonderful memory!

On the next day, we visited the faculty of Law and Political
Science of National University of Laos, and Keio and Lao students
mutually studied the legal system of the other country, discussed
some legal topics of common interests and deepened the mutual
understandings. I also had a valuable chance to present the
development and current issues of the International Commercial
Arbitration there. Especially, I was moved by the role-playing
games where students of each country tried to resolve certain
family disputes typically occurred in both countries, based on each
country’s family laws and dispute-resolution procedures.

I was convinced that the Externship Program (International) has
been very helpful for Keio students to deepen the mutual
understanding with foreign students through studying foreign
laws, and to fulfill the goal of “rule of law”, beyond just the
international exchanges of students.
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Message from Japanese student

Manao AsaOka (J.D 3 grade, joined externship in Hanoi and Laos)

During my first year of law school, I was privileged to participate
in two overseas externs: in Vietnam and in Laos. Not only did I
learn a lot about law and development, but having the chance to
make new friends was what stays with me the most. I still keep in
touch frequently with my newly made friends, and I also had the
chance to meet my Lao friends from the summer school in Vietnam
later on in Laos! I also enjoyed exchanging gifts with lawyers in
Lao after returning to Japan. I truly believe that it is experiences
such as these that make my law school experience a totally unique
and memorable one. Right now, I look forward to meeting my
Cambodian friend coming to Keio from September.
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Message from The Alumnus

Dao Minh Chau (From Ho Chi Minh City, Graduated in
March, 2019)

Graduation Ceremony
in March 2019
(Yokohama), the right is
Ms. Dao Minh Chau

Keio University is the first Japanese law school to offer a
professional graduate’s master degree course with instruction in
English language in the field of global legal practice. Hence, not
only does this admission help me earn my Master Degree but also
help me to learn about some legal skills like: critical thinking,
critical reading, critical listening, case briefing, note taking,
outlining which I believe to be a stepping stone for my future career
and higher education. Honestly, anticipating such practical
activities like legal research and writing has nurtured my practical
knowledge and, more importantly, does attribute to my higher
learning to procure my Doctorate Degree.

After achieving the LL.M. certificate, I have been back to
Vietnam and been on application to be a lecture for Faculty of Law
at University of Economics and Law. In future, I will try my best to
share my students every valuable knowledge I have learnt at Keio.
Therefore, they can confidently work in an international legal
environment. Besides, I would love to be an ambassador to share
more about the value of it for much more students in my university.

In conclusion, attending in Keio University Law School has surely
turned my life to a new chapter by providing me with an excellent
chance to achieve my goals.
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